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What a reception, Snowy! ... 


‘Magnificent holiday stuff for the under-twelves— 
perhaps older’ —NAOMI LEwIs, The Observer 


‘a gaiety and variety which have nothing in common 
with the horror comics’— Sunday Times 


‘an inventive enthusiasm that seems inexhaustible’ 
— Scotsman 


‘one of the liveliest, most beautiful and most 
civilised of contemporary strip cartoons’ 
— The Times Literary Supplement 


‘meticulous drawing, excellent colour printing, tireless 
invention, enormous humour, a gallery of memorable 
characters—the catalogue might be extended 
indefinitely . . . These are two richly rewarding 
books’ —Junior Bookshelf 


‘What can one say! . . . this reviewer and his 
family let their breakfast get cold over them’ 
—HUGH SHELLEY, The School Librarian 


The Adventures of Tintin: 

The Crab with the Golden Claws 
King Ottokar’s Sceptre 

8s 6d each 
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™ Brock Books 


for pony lovers 


THE HORSE OF HURRICANE HILL 
By C. W. ANDERSON 


This is the story of a who finds and trains a little colt 


which has acquired stre: and grace from running wild with 
the deer. 


‘Though it is written essentially for children, the illustrations 
are so beautiful it is worth a place in any horseman’s library.’ 


COLIN DAVY in ‘The Horseman’s Year’ 


THE HORSECATCHER 
By MARI SANDOZ 


Young Elk is a Cheyenne Indian who prefers catching and 
training wild horses to becoming a scalp-hunter. He faces 
shame and terrifying strains on endurance before he earns the 
right to live as he wishes. 
A remarkable book by an author with a deep knowledge of 
Red Indians — and of horses. 
each 12/6 net 


Brockhampton"—A Press maser piace, LEICESTER 


Send for our catalogue of over 300 Brock Books 




























New Year Offerings 


from Hamish Hamilton 


REINDEER BOOKS 





DIANA ROSS 
DOROTHY CLEWES 


NORMAN DALE 
The Pied Piper of Medenham 


BARBARA EUPHAN TODD 
The Shop Round the Corner 


To be published between Fanuary and April at 8s. 6d. 


The Dreadful Boy 
The Old Pony 


ANTELOPE BOOKS 





NOEL STREATFEILD Bertram 
A. STEPHEN TRING Peter’s Busy Day 
ROSEMARY GARLAND The Little Forest 


REGINALD TAYLOR 
Andy and the Display Team 


To be published between fanuary and April at 6s. 6d. 
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Down River 


“If you have not already got a copy, put Down 
CHARD CHU 


River, 
Christmas list. 
guished writer.” 


Badger’s Wood 


ELLESTON TREVOR. “Badger’s 
Wood is an ideal book for reading 
aloud, with delightful conversations. 
Great fun.” ELIZABETH H. HEATON, 
Spectator. * Tllus. 11s. 6d. 


> 


new > on your 


Thrilling reading by a most distin- 
NOEL STREATFEILD, Elizabethan. 


Illus. 


The Walkabout Plot 


- a first-class adventure story by 
BERNARD MARTIN set in the 
Australian Outback . . . They en- 
counter enough dangers and thrills 
to last a lifetime.” A. GODSELL, 
Birmingham Post. Illus. 13s. 6d. 


12s. 6d. 


“ 





Nine Drummers Drumming 


“RUTH AINSWORTH’S stories are perfect minia- 
they have the right mixture of comedy, 
sadness and observation, but they are never pretentious 
or goody-goody.” Eastern Daily Press. 


tures 5 


Mr. Collins & Tony Stories 


CHRISTINE DUDLEY & F. R. ELWELL’S two 
new books about natural history: Mr. Collins & Tony 
Go Tracking and Mr. Collins & Tony and the Sleep- 


ing Mouse. 


Little Red Fox and 
the Magic Moon 


ALISON UTTLEY. “One of the 
best books for the youngest reader 
. . - charmingly illustrated by Kath- 
erine Wigglesworth.” JAMES REEVES, 
Observer. 12s, 6d. 


Illus. 10s. 6d. 





Illus. 7s. 6d. each 


Time fer Spring 
An enchanting story by CROCK- 
ETT JOHNSON about a snowman 
who was enjoying himself so much 
that he refused to go away and let 
the spring arrive. Illus. 5s. 





Teach your Child Ballet 


“I would recommend GERALD SEVERN’S (book) 
for the enthusiast who wants to learn on her own... 
This system has benefited Margot Fonteyn, as well as 


many other great dancers.” 


New Statesman. 


Photographed by Baron. 6s. 


Heinemann 






































A Selected List of 
HARRAP JUVENILE FICTION 





Kate Seredy 


This author and illustrator has had 
well-deserved successes with all her 
books, several of which have been 


serialised by the B.B.C. (10-14 age 
group) 
The Good Master 8/6 
The Open Gate 12/6 
The Singing Tree 8/6 
Philomena 10/6 
The Chestry Oak 12/6 


E. K. Seth-Smith 


“She has a lovely feeling for period 
. Definitely an author to watch 
for” —Noel Streatfeild, Elizabethan 


At the Sign of the Gilded Shoe 


7/6 
The Black Tower 9/6 
The Coal-scuttle Bonnet 9/6 


Don Stanford 


This young American author writes in 
a vivid and interesting way for the 
older boy and girl. His stories deal 
with two of the most popular sports : 
underwater swimming and _ horse 
riding. ((11 years and over) 


Treasure of the Coral Reef 8/6 
The Horsemasters 10/6 


Winifred Finlay 

“The adventure stories of WINIFRED 

FINLAY always include a good deal 

of interesting and unusual information” 

—Radio Times. (10-14 age group) 
The Witch of Redesdale 8/6 


Cotswold Holiday 7/6 
Storm over Cheviot 7/6 
Canal Holiday 8/6 


The Cruise of the “Susan” 8/6 


Irene Pearl 

Paul and the Poachers 5/ 
“Extremely well written with 4 
authentic background of Brittany’ 
—Birmingham Post 

The Mystery of the Fort 3/( 
“The best feat of detection in any 


of this season’s books”—Churc 
Times (Both 10-14 age group, 
Elizabeth 


Foreman Lewis 

Miss Lewis’s wide experience of Chin: 
has resulted in a number of realistic 
studies of Chinese youth, each a litt 
classic of its kind. (11 years and over 


Young Fu 10/6 
Ho-ming 10/6 
When the Typhoon Blows 38/{ 
To Beat a Tiger 12/ 


Rosalind Vallance 


Miss Vallance’s character “Timmy” j 
known to a vast number of children 
His adventures are described in a whol 
series of books of which Tim 
Turnpenny is the best known and of 
which more than 100,000 copies have 
been sold 

Timmy Turnpenny 

Timmy and Janet 

Timmy and Bingo, etc. 
Each 5/— (Junior Fireside Series, 
6-9 years) 


Joan G. Robinson 


“There are now many excellent autho 
and artists who cater for the under- 
fives. Among them is Joan G. 
Robinson” —yYorkshire Post 
Teddy Robinson 
More About Teddy Robinson 
Teddy Robinson Himself, etc. 













-Mary a 
Each 5/- (Reading with Mother series)#. 
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Pamela Brown’s stories with their authentic 
theatre setting and atmosphere have become 
immensely popular. Now comes 


UNDERSTUDY 


Pamela Brown 


After finishing her course at dramatic 
school, Catherine had six disappointing 
months. When she was almost ready to 
give up, she got her chance—as under- 
study at the St. Julian’s Theatre. This is 


the story of her introduction to stage life, _//#/ustrated 
of frustration, comedy, and drama on Sate 
both sides of the curtain. 9s 6d Brookshaw 





THE SIGNPOST LIBRARY 


The first three books in a new series, full of interest and 
information and beautifully illustrated. Each is written 
by an expert. 


Railways of Britain CECIL J. ALLEN 7s 6d 
Ships of the World DOUGLAS V. DUFF 7s 6d 
Wild Flowers of Britain BESSIE INGLIS 10s 6d 





NELSON’S MYSTERY LIBRARY 
ROBERT MARTIN 
The Mystery of The Mystery of 
the Long Shadow the Friendly Forger 


The third and fourth titles in a new series. ‘Dance and Co. 
Detectives’ are boys who do not believe in keeping in the 
background when danger threatens. 

illustrated by George Lane each 5s 











NELSON 








fantasy, fairy-tales and faraway places 











Land of the Lord High Tiger 


by ROGER LANCELYN GREEN. A story 
of adventure and magic which all children 
of seven upwards will love. Roger, Priscilla 
and their friends Foxy, Leo and Squit Squir- 
rel meet the strangest people — including a 
Wicked Wizard, a Red Giant, a Cook and a 
Conqueror — in a land of wonders. 

Illustrated by J. S. GOODALL. lls. 6d. net 


























Scrimshaw and Flying Fish 


by MARJORIE SANKEY. A story with a 
, Marie Celeste theme. A family solves an un- 
Y usual mystery which takes them from Canada 
to the Philippine Islands and the North 
Pacific, where a visit to a primitive island 
tribe provides an exciting climax. A new book 
in the ‘Overseas Adventure Series.’ 
Illustrated. 11s. 6d. net 


Old Greek Fairy Tales 


by ROGER LANCELYN GREEN. Sixteen of the real old 
tales, told in a new way, and illustrated by ERNEST H. 
SHEPARD. JUNIOR BOOKSHELF: ‘a delightful book . 
PARENTS’ REVIEW : ‘fresh, uncomplicated, eminently readable . 
12s. 6d. net 















































The Young Naturalist’s Year 


by FRED J. SPEAKMAN. What to do and look for through 
the year, and how to go about it. By the author of Tracks, 
Trails and Signs. CAMPING AND OUTDOOR LIFE: ‘a delightful 
and intensely interesting book.’ Illustrated, 12s. 6d. net 


Fires of Revolt 


by G. M. DURANT. AA thrilling tale centred around 
Boadicea’s famous rebellion against the Romaris, written by 
an authority on Roman Britain. Two children and an ex- 
legionnaire are caught in the sack of Londonium, among 
other adventures. Illustrated. ‘11s. 6d: net 
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Christmas Books 


FOR YOUNGER 
CHILDRIN 


Jackie the Pit Pony 
Hans Baumann’s story of a spirited little pony who rebels when 
sent to work in a mine. Illustrated in gay colour throughout 
by Ulrick Schramm. 12s 6d net 


Peter and the Piskies 


Traditional Cornish tales of giants and saints, spriggans and 
piskies, delightfully retold by Ruth Manning-Sanders and illus- 
trated by Raymond Briggs. 12s 6d net 


A Ring of Tales 


Favourite nursery stories and poems, both old and new, arranged 
as the seasons of the year by Kathleen Lines and illustrated by 
Harold Jones. 12s 6d net 


Piruwayu and the Rainbow 
An outstanding picture-story book by Gilles Saint-Cérére, with 
pictures by Bettina, in which a little Red Indian boy seeks a 
rainbow coloured head-dress. 1os 6d net 


The Wolf and the Seven Little Kids 


The famous story by Grimm beautifully interpreted in picture- 
story form by the Swiss artist, Felix Hoffmann, 12s 6d net 


Oxford University Press 
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CONSTABL 


PATH - THROUGH - THE - WOODS 
by BARBARA KER WILSON, _ Illustrated by CHARLES STEWART 
This is the story of a Victorian family and especially of Sophie, the eldest 


daughter, who in spite of ridicule and blank opposition is 
determined to become a lady doctor. 12s. 6d. 


YOUNG FOOTBALLER 


by ROBERT BATEMAN 4) 
The third title in Constable’s Sports 
Fiction Series, which combines accur- 

ate information with an may ——- ~ AM LIN Sc TOY 

re written and illustrated by 

A GOLDEN LAND GLEN DINES 

Edited by JAMES REEVES N\A, amusing full-colour 

t picture about 

oe & bg Fgh white z a lovable dragon who 


and songs is so varied that it po will tries to make him- 


self useful—but 
oo to children of all ages “= . whose attempts 
are misun- 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS » —< 
by LEE KINGMAN, Illus. by BARBARA COONEY , 


“Please make this the best Christmas I have ever had,” 
wishes Errki, as he runs home with the wind howling in 
from the Atlantic. When the 
mews comes that Matti, the 
eldest of the Seppala family, 
is lost at sea, it doesn’t look 
as if it could be a good 
i . But in the end 
- _— 
illustration a - es 
poe surprising results. 


THE 7s. 6d. 
BEST 
CHRISTMAS 








Write for complete illustrated list to: 


CONSTABLE & CO. LTD.* 
10-12 ORANGE STREET 
LONDON, W.C.2 
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Rider’s Rock 


ELINOR LYON 


A village on the Welsh coast buried by sand after a 

ART : great storm — what an exciting nlace for adventure 

eldest and exploration! By the author of The Golden Shore, 
7" “an intelligent and imaginative novel.” 

Times Lit. Supplement Illustrated 12s 6d net 


Fi} Green Sailors in 


“» 11) the Caribbean 


> sen = GILBERT HACKFORTH-JONES 


. who ES In their new boat, the. Green Sailors voyage further 
him- Ba than ever before. “Commander Hackforth-Jones 
—but combines practical information with exciting action.’ 

empts Glasgow Herald Illustrated 10s. 6d net 


‘Ten Bright Candles 


tood ! 

Ss. 6d. 
Compiled and edited by 
ANNE FRANCES 


The “Church Times” Children’s Book. 

“This is a Christian ‘Reading without tears.’ By 
carefully arranged, simply told stories, legends and 
verse, the child is taught to understand the church’s 


NOEL STREATFEILD Illustrated 12s 6d net 











For older girls 


Mr. Churchills 
Secretary 


ELIZABETH NEL 


Girls will enjoy these vivid eee of a woman 
who was Churchill’s secretary during the crucial war 


































A new John & Mary book 


JOHN & MARY & LISETTA 


by Grace James 


One of the authors most charming in the John & Mary Series. 
Illustrated 12/6 ne: 


A further addition to the Fairy Tale Series 


GERMAN FAIRY TALES 
by Pamela & Maurice Michael 


This wonderful collection of traditional folk tales have been 
chosen from many sources. 
Illustrated 12/6 net 


The book for all Pony Lovers 
FOUR PONIES Judith Campbell 


Illustrated 11/6 net 


MULLER 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 


people of all ages 


Large and varied selection. Immense 


stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited 

JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 

CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON A 

Telephone 5049 sssiesssseisess 3 
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FOR CHRISTMAS (3 FROM COLLINS 


Chess 
for Children 


R. BOTT and S. MORRISON 


‘An excellent book which 
exactly achieves its purpose.’ 
THE TIMES LIT. SUPP. 12s 6d 


Poems to 


Remember 


Ed. by PATRIC DICKINSON 
and SHEILA SHANNON 

A new anthology for children 
from six to any age. The poems 
are selected to foster the 

child’s individual taste. 

Harvill Press 12s 6d 


Bless 
This Day 


ELFRIDA VIPONT 

has prepared this very beautiful 
collection of Christian prayers 
from all ages—all of which are 
illustrated (many in full colour) 





for younger children 


A Bear called 
Paddington 


MICHAEL BOND 


tells of the hilarious adventures 
of this endearing new bear—first 
discovered on Paddington Station 
by the Brown Family. Peggy 
Fortnum’s amusing drawings 
highlight the fun. 8s 6d 


novels for boys end girls 


Gillian Avery 
TRESPASSERS AT 
CHARLCOTE 


The author of The Warden’s 
Niece tells how a group of 
children discover a deserted 
mansion. 10s 6d 


Monica Edwards 
THE COWNAPPERS 


x T.V., a prize Jersey cow, a 


by Harold Jones, whose % foreign agent and another 
Lavender’s Blue drawings ¥ favourite Punchbowl Farm story. 


are so popular. 


+ 
FROM COLLINS (3 FOR CHRISTMAS 


12s 6d % 10s 6d 
* 








Illustration by C. Walter Hodges from There’s no escape (Cape) 








Cape) 











THE 
JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 


DECEMBER, 1958 











Illustration by P. Fortnum from 4 Bear called Paddington (Collins) 


The Poetry of Ian Serraillier 
by Marcus CROUCH 


1944 was not the best time for the début of 
a new poet. People had rather more immediate 
concerns in that momentous year. It might 
have gone ill, therefore, with The Weaver 
Birds, which had a modest succes d’estime with 
the reviewers and thereafter showed signs of slipping 
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into oblivion, had it not been that the Oxford 
University Press saw in this collection of narrative 
and lyrical poems material for a new book to bear 
the imprint of a revitalised Children’s Department. 
It was Oxford, too, I suppose, who thought of Marc 
Severn as an illustrator of the new book. This was 
a stroke of genius. Severn’s scraper-board drawings 
for Thomas and the Sparrow were not merely good 
illustrations. They extended the horizon of the poems, 
discovering latent ideas and interpreting them in fresh 
visual images. Few young poets have been privileged 
to see their work presented so exquisitely as [an 
Serraillier’s Thomas and the Sparrow in 1944. 

This is to begin in the middle. If Thomas was in 
a sense a beginning, Mr. Serraillier had already come 
a long way. He had taught in public and grammar 
schools. He had designed stage sets for Christopher 
Fry. He had written a good deal of verse and seen 
it published in many of the principal literary 
periodicals. He had been presented as one of Three 
New Poets (Grey Walls Press, 1942). He had read 
many books and climbed many mountains. He had 
not appeared particularly as a poet for children, 
although no doubt the children in his classrooms had 
been the first to hear many of the poems in The 
W eaver Birds. 

There is perhaps no such thing as poetry for 
children; or, more correctly, all poetry is poetry for 
children — all poetry, that is, which has melody, 
rhythm and imagery. The four poems from The 
Weaver Birds which were chosen for inclusion in 
Thomas and the Sparrow were rich in these qualities. 
They had besides wit, gaiety and good story-telling. 
Although Mr. Serraillier has written most beautifully 
in lyrical mood — “The Squirrel” in the Kon-Tiki 
book and “The Old Elm Tree” which has not been 
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reprinted from The Weaver Birds are excellent 
examples — it is as a narrative poet that he is best 
known. He is helped by an extraordinary versatility 
in the use of rhythms. His technique is closer to 
music than to the more conventional mechanism of 
verse. He uses devices like tide notes and throws off 
showers of grace notes in a way which delights the 
listener as much as it puzzles the careless reader. 
He is a virtuoso in poetic technique. Rhyme, 
assonance, internal rhymes, alliteration — all are at 
his command and he uses them with gay confidence. 
A good example of this skill is “The Cat and the 
Fiddle,” a test piece for anyone who claims skill as a 
reader of verse. 
“Just then 

a gust threw open the kitchen door, 

the cat cried, ‘Look !’ and the cow cried, ‘Fore!’ 

as away she swept with the wind galore 

on high! 

Think — Molly a minute ago 

chewing the cud as calm as clover, 

now decks awash and half-seas over 

rocketing up the sky, 

milk-ho! See 

her fairy leap and swinging udder 

(doesn’t the thought of it make you shudder ?), 

for soon she’s over the hornéd moon, 

mad Molly the milker flying. 

With saucy kick and flip of the heel — 

the man in the moon cried, ‘Imbecile !’ — 

she sends the stars a-shying.” 

In most of the narrative poems Mr. Serraillier uses 
old material — fairy tales, nursery rhymes, tales found 
in Beasts and Saints, and so on. (The only consider- 
able poem with an invented story is, I think, “The 
tale of the Lion Sertorius.”) His skill is evinced in 
the selection and presentation of material. “The 
Three Bears” shows this most delightfully. He fills 
the old tale with enchanting circumstantial detail : 











PAGE 312 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





the garden and the house glow with colour; the bears 
are neatly characterised. And how well the suspense 
is built up, how swift the dénouement! Readers 
who like to peep into the poet’s workshop, to speculate 
on how it is done, will find food for thought in the 
differing versions of “Jack and the Beanstalk,” the 
only poem substantially rewritten for its transfer 
from The Weaver Birds to Thomas and the Sparrow. 
Why did Mr. Serraillier decide to marry Jack to 
Macgregor’s gudwife? In the original version 
“He wanders, head 


in cloud, moodily, for ever dreaming and remembering 
‘that fair gudwife, far away 


,”) 


in a weird countree’. 


Was the poet’s comment too sardonic for an audience 
of children? The original poem ends :— 

“Call it, if you will, a happy ending.” 

Mr. Serraillier seems happiest, and most 
characteristic, in these long poems, discursive and in 
free form, which offer scope for many details and 
touches of colour, but occasionally he distils the 
essence of a fine story in a formal poem. The supreme 
example of this is “The legend of St. Nicholas,” in 
which he tells the story of the resurrection of the 
three murdered children in eleven short stanzas 
without one superfluous word. The ending is deeply 
moving :— 

“Tell me, children, for you can tell, 

was your bed smooth? Did you sleep well ?” 

“Well, by the grace of God,’ said John. 

“The night,’ said Jane, ‘was wondrous long.’ 

And Jeremy yawned and rubbed his eyes : 

‘I dreamed I was in Paradise.’ ” 

Ultimately a poet is judged by his power over 

words. Mr. Serraillier loves words — one might 
sometimes say, to excess. Like a young Dylan 
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Thomas, he lets them storm through his mind. They 
sparkle and flow. That he is a real poet there can be 


no doubt. The man who writes 
“The night breaks 
and straight the chinks of day stretch and strain 
the sky” 


is a poet, if ever there was one! He sees the world 
with candid eyes and chooses words to match his 
vision. He is incapable of a cliché. He seems still 
to be a young poet. He has not yet — although there 
is a hint of it in the last pages of Everest Climbed — 
purified and repurified his style until only the barest 
heart of poetry is left. It must be remembered that 
he has published no verse since 1955. His great story, 
The Silver Sword (published in 1956), marks so 
enormous an advance on his previous prose work, 
in wisdom and in command of the purest, simplest 
style, that it is obviously absurd to think of him as an 
undeveloped writer. I believe that he has passed one 
of those great crises in a creative artist’s life. ‘The 
evidence for this lies in The Silver Sword. I firmly 
expect that the next poems will belong to a fully 
mature “Middle Period.” 

... When they come. Whatever their emotional 
origin, poems are the product of a quiet mind, 
of experience “recollected in tranquillity.” Mr. 
Serraillier’s life, as a busy and dedicated teacher, as 
the parent of a lively, delightful and endlessly 
entertaining family, as a writer and editor of 
educational books, is full of absorbing interest; it is 
hardly tranquil! His is the dilemma of every artist 
who chooses to work in the world. He would be a 
much lesser writer if he did not teach children and 
learn to understand them, and if he did not enjoy the 
company and share the interests of his own children. 
But if he did not do these things he would have time 
to write. 
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It is not surprising that Mr. Serraillier’s output 
has been so small. The marvel is that there has been 
so much. And, while we look forward to the poems 
which are yet to be written, it is still possible to 
delight in the seven fine volumes which contain so 
much of enchantment, gaiety and wit. Mr. Serraillier 
is the most interesting and original poet since the war 
to devote his best to children. His idiom is entirely 
his own. His vision is fresh and clear. He can be 
elevated, moving, funny. He is never condescending. 
He earns the child’s respect because he expects the 
child to follow him. He earns the child’s love 
because he leads into enchanted country, to the giant’s 
land beyond the beanstalk, to the sea-haunts of “Old 
Whacker the whale and Moon-splinter minnow,” to 
“the world’s highest stronghold” and “the lonely sky.” 


: 


Allg 





Illustration by Severin from Thomas and the Sparrow (O.U.P.) 
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Glove Puppets 
by M. HOLLOWAY 


HE Ideal Puppet for the younger child is 

surely the Glove variety. Simple in form, 

easy to manipulate, it takes on an almost 

human personality directly it is put on the 

hand. When its capacity is used to the full, 
after practice and use, it is wonderful how these small 
figures (we are considering nine inch Puppets in this 
article), can be made to appear so lifelike. They 
have no feet, yet they can be made to glide about, 
to stoop and to appear to sit. They can put an 
enormous amount of expression into their arm and 
head movements. Each character has its own 
individuality clearly defined and must be given its 
individual voice. 

These Puppets can be presented on very primitive 
stages, as they require no floor, but they are naturally 
more attractive upon a real miniature stage of their 
own. Simple instructions on how to make a very pleas- 
ing little three sided table stage, with no windows and 
backcloth, can be obtained from Mrs. Nancy Henry, 
of Henry Puppets, Hatfield Heath, Bishops Stortford, 
or she can supply one ready made, with or without a 
set of Puppets. She also supplies single Puppets of 
a most original and attractive kind, very light in use, 
and plays long and short, many of them written round 
well-loved Fairy Tales. The whole set-up is 
delightfully easy to manipulate. 

For those who wish to make their own Puppets, 
and this of course gives the greatest pleasure, she has 
easy to follow basic patterns. She has also written 
several interesting books, helpful to the would be 
Puppeteer. Quite small children, say from three or 
four, can manipulate her Puppets and those of six 
can make them. 
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There is not a great deal, in the many books by 
various people on Puppetry, 2bout miming, yet, by 
means of records, this can be an interesting and 
amusing way of presenting well known jingles and 
songs to the smaller child, or the child himself can 
mime to them. For instance, here are a few items 
which can be recommended, having been proved pop- 
ular for this purpose by the writer. One person can 
perform them: “The Teddy Bears’ Picnic,” “The 
Doggie In The Window,” “The Little Red Hen,” 
“Good King Wenceslas” and such Nursery Rhymes 
as “Here We Go Round The Mulberry Bush,” “I 
Love Little Pussy,” “Where Are You Going To, My 
Pretty Maid?” and “Here We Go Looby Loo.” 

There are good records for all of these, some better 
than others for the purpose. One version of “The 
Doggie In The Window,” for instance, is sung by a 
child about her doll and so is more suitable than the 
one which is sung by a girl about her sweetheart. One 
“T Love Little Pussy” version has much more action 
in it than another. It will readily be seen, by 
examining the words of the above, how they lend 
themselves to mime. Here are a few suggestions : 

“The Teddy Bears’ Picnic.” Good animal patterns 
are available from Mrs. Henry, or from the Dryad 
Press, Leicester, or lifelike Teddy Bears, in fur baize, 
can be bought. Two of these, dancing, playing hide 
and seek, and bringing in their picnic basket, which 
they can unpack, and enjoying themselves generally, 
never fails to amuse children. If there is a 
background scene of a wood (this can be appliquéd) 
the item will be quite realistic. 

“The Doggie In The Window.” A small woolly 
dog with its forepaws over the window sill and a 
waggly wire tail (easily fixed) appearing over its 
head, causes much amusement when wagged from 
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side to side at the appropriate moments. The little 
girl! Puppet carries on her small doll and there is 
plenty of pointing and nodding for her to do, having 
seated the doll on the ledge at the front of the stage. The 
dog can eventually jump out of the window into her 
arms. 


“The Little Red Hen.” There is plenty of fun in 
this record. A hen’s head egg cosy makes an excellent 
head for the Glove here and, instead of hands, two 
points represent wings which flap quite creditably 
as one’s finger and thumb go right into them. The 
chicks can be cut out in a joined row and painted 
yellow. If a small piece of card is stuck on to the 
centre of the row, this will slip into the slit provided 
beneath the ledge and the row of chicks will stay in 
place, or they can be moved slowly along from one 
side of the stage to the other at the appropriate 
moment. It is easier to have the miller, the cat, the 
pig and the frog cut out in cardboard and either 
painted or left white, as these have to pop up at 
intervals. The little red wheelbarrow can be bought 
in a toyshop, also a small knife to pretend to cut the 
loaf. The loaf can be a miniature one or an 
illustration stuck on a card. The sack (of corn) can 
easily be made to fit the barrow. It will easily be 
seen, when the words are read through, how jolly this 
record is to mime. 


“Good King Wenceslas.” For this, a man Puppet 
can wear a red cloak and crown, with moustache and 
beard and the Page can have a fawn habit with 
girdle. The two can walk together, pointing to an 
imaginary peasant and the Page bringing in a sack 
(food and wine) and a bundle of logs, and gradually 
stumbling and falling and being raised by the King. 
A layer of cotton wool, laid along the shelf in front 
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of them, with tinsel glistening on it and a backcloth 
showing a moon on a black ground, makes the whole 
scene quite realistic when mimed to the record. 

“Where Are You Going To, My Pretty Maid?” 
This makes quite a pretty little item, with a man and 
girl Puppet, the girl carrying two little toy pails (the 
wire handles hitched over her hands). There is scope 
here for expressive gestures. 

“T Love Little Pussy” has three verses on one 
record, in which Puss drinks milk, jumps on her 
mistress’ lap and runs to and fro, etc. A little woolly 
puss is rather good here. 

“Here We Go Looby Loo” is also jolly. ‘The 
putting one’s right foot in, and out, can be done by 
pushing the 4th finger (otherwise doubled up out of 
the way) forward against the Glove, so that it appears 
to be the movement of a leg. 

Quite a lot of: action can be put into all the above 
items and many others like them. The most important 
point is that the small audience can join in by singing 
the words, which they love to do. 

If ever one or two children can be asked to come 
up and help a Puppet in some way, or answer a 
question put by one of the Puppets, they will respond 
eagerly. Repetition they love, just as they love it in 
story books. 

A Puppet Concert, too, is always well received. The 
tiny instruments are not very difficult to make — a 
pair of cymbals (fixed to the Puppet’s hands with 
elastic), a drum, hung round the Puppet’s neck, with 
drumsticks secured on the hands, a concertina, also 
fastened to the hands, even a little piano, can all be 
mimed to records. 


There are many kinds of Glove Puppets, papier 
maché headed, paper headed, material headed, 
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wooden headed, plasticine headed, but the writer, 
who gives short shows to small children, finds Mrs. 
Henry’s stockinette headed ones the most endearing. 


As for the hands, only those made of material, as 
hers are, can be really effective, for they handle small 
objects very efficiently. It is the tiny actions of these 
Glove Puppets which fascinate. They are small and 
neat and can make small neat movements. 

Old people enjoy Puppet mimes too, as the writer 
has proved, and six to eight year-olds can give pleasure 
by miming old favourites for them, such as “Daisy 
Bell,” “Love’s Old Sweet Song” and others of this 
kind, to a record. A cardboard tandem as a back- 
ground adds to the effect for the former song and for 
the latter Granny and Grandpa can sit by the fire. 


Scenery on the backcloth does add to the enjoyment 
and this can be very simple. Little windows, a 
fireplace, a few trees, appliquéd on it soon give the 
desired effect. The backcloth itself must be of thin 
material, as the Puppeteer has to be able to see 
through it. It hangs directly in front of him as he 
sits at the table, while the Puppets are held the other 
side of the backcloth between it and the curtain. 
Crépe or banner cloth are good and care must be 
taken that the lighting of the room is in front and not 
behind the stage, or the Puppeteer will be seen. 


The table theatre advocated by Mrs. Henry is 
always used by the writer and it is by far the most 
comfortable, as the Puppeteer sits at it, rests his elbows 
on the table and does not get overtired (except by the 
excitement of the performance!) but the Punch and 
Judy cabinet can be most exhausting, as the arms have 
to be raised above the head all the time. It is tiring 
also to kneel on the floor and hold the Puppets so that 
they appear on the table. 

















PAGE 320 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





The more professional the stage looks, the more 
natural the Puppets appear. The little windows in 
this table theatre give great scope for Puppets to pop 
their heads out and address the audience or one 
another and the small ledge in front of the stage is 
useful for small properties. 

Care must be taken in making the “gloves” to have 
right-hand and left hand Puppets. So much depends 
upon their being able to move their arms freely. So 
many Glove Puppets are made with both arms even 
— opposite one another — but, as the thumb is put 
into one sleeve and the third finger into the other, it 
will be seen that one arm must be lower than the 
other. Patterns are simple. The head is, of course, 
the most tricky part, and the best advice the writer 
can give is to model one’s Puppets upon Mrs. Henry’s 
at first at any rate and discard all ideas of papier 
maché, wood, plasticine and the like. Once you have 
her Granny and Peasant Girl in your possession, you 
will be so encouraged by their personality that you 
will be inspired to make other Puppets on her lines. 
The simpler and less cumbersome the Puppets are, 
the better they can act. A smaller size “glove” can 
be made for the smaller child. The better the “glove” 
fits, the easier the Puppet is to manipulate. 

There is endless delight and creative enjoyment to 
be had by being a Puppeteer. 





All subscriptions are due for renewal in January. 


It would be much appreciated if these renewal 
orders were placed without further notice. 
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A Further Note on the Illustrators 


of E. Nesbit 
by R. L. GREEN 


HE anonymous article on I/lustrators of 
E. Nesbit in the October, 1958, number of 
The Junior Bookshelf suggests a few 
comments from a Nesbit collector. 
Two points in particular need clarifying. 
Lewis Baumer and Gordon Browne illustrated the 
first edition of The Treasure Seekers (and also The 
New Treasure Seekers) “without much attempt at a 
common style.” ‘The reason for this is simply that 
the illustrations were drawn for the separate stories 
on their first appearance in various periodicals and 
were used in the books when available. No new 
illustrations were added tor any of the three Bastable 
books when published in volume form — which 
explains also why some stories have many illustrations 
and others have none at all. The only Nesbit books 
(apart from ephemera) to be illustrated separately 
in volume form are The Railway Children, The 
Magic City and Five of Us and Madeline, but a few 
additional illustrations by C. E. Brock were added 
to the collection Oswald Bastable and Others for the 
stories not originally illustrated by H. R. Millar. 
The other point concerns the “coloured frontispieces 
in another hand which were ludicrously incongruous.” 
These did not appear in the original editions, but 
were substituted for the original black-and-white 
drawings in many of the books reprinted by Messrs. 
Ernest Benn in the 1920’s, 
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For the sake of interest a brief list is subjoined 
giving the illustrators of the eighteen volumes by 


E. Nesbit which constitute her accepted canon. 


A. Books illustrated by H. R. omnes @one 
The Book of Dragons , 
Five Children and It a 
The Phoenix and the Carpet 
The Story of the Amulet 
The Enchanted Castle 
The House of Arden 
Harding's Luck 
The Magic City ye 
The Wonderful Garden 
Wet Magic 


B. Books illustrated te Wentees Artists 
The Story of the Treasure Seekers ... 
(Lewis Baumer 2, Gordon Browne 15) 
Nine Unlikely Tales for Children ... 


(H. R. Millar 8, Claude A. Shepperson 20, ‘A. L. “Bowley 1) 


The W ould-be-Goods : 
(Arthur H. Buckland 17, John Hassall 2) 
The New Treasure Seekers ... 
(Lewis Baumer 2, Gordon Browne 31) 
Oswald Bastable — and Others ies 
(H. R. Millar 13, C. E. Brock 4d 
The Railway Children a 
(C. E. “Brock 21) 
The Magic World ... 
(H. R. Millar 21, Spencer Pryse 3) 
Five of Us and Madeline ... an 
(Nora S. Unwin 7) 


~. 
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The New Books 


PICTURE BOOKS 
Manzey, M. Cotton-farm Boy. Illus. by the author 





79 pp. 10 X 8 é ‘ Abelard Schuman 12/6 
Haver, B. AnD E. Home on the Range. Illus. by the 
authors. 38 pp. 10 X 84 ‘ , Macmillan 


PETERSHAM, M. anD M. The Box with Red Wheels 
Illus. by the authors. 30 pp. 10 X 84. Macmillan 
PeTERSHAM, M. anp M. The Circus Baby. Illus. 
by the authors. 26 pp. 10 X 8} . Macmillan 
StoBpoDKIN, L. The Amiable Giant. Illus. by the 





author. 36 pp. 10 X 84 ; ' Macmillan 
¢ SLOBODKIN, L. Melvyn the Moose Child. Illus. by 
the author. 38 pp. 10 X 8} ; Macmillan 


We read a great deal in other places about the American 
cultural offensive. Most people would welcome the extension 
of this to picture-books, where our native output is, heaven 
knows, meagre enough, provided that the books imported are 
the best the States have to offer. Reading “Horn Book” 
makes the mouth water sometimes. Do we get the cream, 
or the dregs, in this country? 

A bit of both, I fancy. What can we make of 
Cotton-farm Boy, for example? ‘The tone is set by a page 
of “thanks” which concludes: “Then, of course, in all 
humility, my reverent thanks to the One who makes all things 
possible.” There is also an introduction, and a concluding 
note “for grown-ups,” by Luise Putcamp, Jnr. (whoever he 
may be). All this pretentious apparatus sets off fifty indifferent 
lithographs showing the processes of cotton-farming. 

The other artists in this collection are all notable 
contributors to the American tradition of picture-books, 
although none appears quite at his best. The Haders have 
a nice story of a little boy who wanted to be, first a cowboy, 
then a Red Indian, and found that neither was quite what 
he had expected. The words are excellent, the pictures 
charming, with sensitive soft colouring, but just a little insipid. 

The Petershams offer two pleasant books. The Box 
with Red Wheels is nearly very good. The animals who 
probe the mystery of the box are superbly drawn; the baby 
who is the object of their interest would disgrace the shoddiest 
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of annuals. The rhythmic, repetitive text is excellent. The 
humans in The Circus Baby are more successful, perhaps 
because they are all circus grotesques, and the elephants are 
charmingly done. Only an insensitive use of colour keeps 
this book out of the first class. 

Louis Slobodkin is, I think, new to this country, although 
his reputation has preceded him. Both these books are good 
fun, and The Amiable Giant has a really good story. ‘The 
text, however, is far too long. The children to whom these 
books will appeal (they are unlikely to be able to read them 
for themselves) will be impatient for another picture long 
before the exhausted parent has reached the end of a crowded 
page of print. The drawings (a little reminiscent of our 
Violet Drummond) are lively and have some touches of real 
humour. 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


BauMANNn, H. Jackie, the Pit Pony. Illus. by Ulrik 
Schramm. 52 pp. 9 X 63 ; , O.U.P. 12/6 


From the pen of this distinguished author there now 
appears a story for younger children. The book is very well 
presented on good paper, clear well-spaced type, short chapter 
sections and the numerous illustrations are skilfully inserted 
to harmonise with the whole. They are designed as casual 
water-colour paintings with economy of line and a good use 
of colour which proves most effective and natural. 

The author writes clearly and concisely, two important 
qualities for younger readers. On the whole the sentences 
are of short and simple construction with just the right 
amount of repetition to create a good rhythm and _ pace 
throughout. This is a help to the beginner in reading and 
a good choice for reading aloud. 

Jackie, a lovable, wayward and determined pony decides 
he likes the sun best and objects to working in the pit with 
his master, even though he dearly loves the family where he 
lives. It takes a naughty prank of Jackie’s to make him 
realise the sun is not everything and he at last returns to his 
work satisfied. The portrait of family life in this European 
country is convincing and small children will delight in 
identifying themselves with Monny, the little girl Jackie loves 
the best. A book to be recommended, 
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The Faber Book of Nursery Verse 


Edited by BARBARA IRESON 


“A —~——ee collection, from which nothing seems to be 
missing ... An inexhaustible source of amusement.” — TIMES 
LITERARY SUPPLEMENT. With many lively and amusing drawings 
by George Adamson. 25/- 


The “ Your Book” Series 


New titles in this concise and practical series include 
ARCHITECTURE by Agnes and Jack Allen (8/6); BALLET 
by Pigeon Crowle (9/0); DIVING by Margaret A. Jarvis (9/6). 
All the books are fully illustrated. 


Marianne Dreams CATHERINE STORR 


“Based on an idea at once so simple and so compelling that 
you wonder why it has never been used before ... The 
attractive illustrations are marvellously apt.”” — TIMES LITERARY 
SUPPLEMENT. Drawings by Marjorie-Ann Watts. 12/6 


Falter Tom and the Water Boy 


MAURICE DUGGAN 


An enchanting sea tale about a bright-eyed sailor and the green 
boy who lived among the waves. Drawings by Kenneth 
Rowell. 9/6 


The Story of Mr Pinks CHARLOTTE HOUGH 


Mr Pinks is a guinea pig who left his hutch under the magnolia 
tree and ventured into the great wide world. [Illustrated in 
colour by the author on every page. 9/6 


Liza and the Helicopter BARBARA IRESON 


The whole town turned out to watch the extraordinary race 
between the quaint old car and the helicopter. Drawings by 
V. H. Drummond, half of them in colour. 9/6 


The Little Red Engine Goes Home 


DIANA ROSS 
Pictures on every page by Leslie Wood, half of them in 
colour. 10/6 
Mr Snodgrass’s Holiday LAVINIA SMILEY 


Another delightful story book by the author of Come Shopping. 
Pictures by the author on every page, half of them in colour. 


>>ooo FABER & FABER $600 
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Bonp, M. 4 Bear called Paddington. Illus. by P. 
Fortnum. 128 pp. 54 X 8 ; , Collins 8/6 

Paddington is a bear from “darkest Peru.’ Mr. and 
Mrs. Brown find him on Paddington Station and take him 
into their home where he soon becomes one of the family and 
even does the shopping. Because of his ignorance of modern 
inventions such as baths and escalators, the little bear is 
involved in situations which children will consider highly 
amusing. 

Paddington is an engaging character, strongly reminiscent 
of Mary Plain, and as fond of marmalade as Pooh is of honey. 
Younger children will love him and enjoy this straightforward 
story of his adventures. 


GarRLAND, R. Donkey Boy. Illus. by C. Marshall 

126 pp. 74 X 5 : . Hamish Hamilton 8/6 
This book written for the “Rheindeer” series has a 
somewhat adult theme for such a young clientale. It tells 
of a boy who gets into trouble with the police, is sent to live 
on a farm, and there becomes the boy he should be because 
of the love, care, companionship and interest, he finds there. 
One would have supposed such a theme more suited to the 
adolescent child. There is however sympathy, understanding, 
warmth and simplicity in the writing and these qualities reach 
out to appeal to even the youngest reader. The author has 
suitably interpreted the theme for his young audience. The 
style is not distinctive but competent and adequate. The 
two-colour drawings, common to this series and here executed 

by Constance Marshall, are clear, simple and expressive. 


GoppEen, R. The Story of Holly and Ivy. Illus. by 
A. Adams. 64 pp. 9} X 6 ‘ Macmillan 10/6 
I must admit some bewilderment and much disappoint- 
ment over this rather diffuse and cloying story about “a 
beautiful, brown-eyed doll” (,Holly), and a small orphan girl 
from St. Agnes’s (Ivy). Although it is set in England, in 
an English town (Aylesbury) and with an English policeman, 
the story is a mass of American spelling and American phrases. 
What English girl would call a pram a “doll perambulator,” 
and what child would not be worried by the fact that Ivy 
threw her label “out the window?” These days it is a 
comparatively cheap process to make corrections before going 
ahead with photolitho printing, and the money is well spent 














PAGE 328 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Kyte, E.-.The Money Cat. Illus-. by.-C.. Leslie 
126 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ ; Hamish Hamilton © 8 6 





if it saves a child distress about spelling that is different from 
that she has just learned at school: “colors,” “gray,” “cozy,” 
“woolen,” “airplane,” and so on. 

The illustrations by Adrienne Adams are in colour but 
only occasionally do they manage to convey the spirit of the 
story in a style that is imitative of the most self-conscious of 
children’s drawing. 


James, G. John and Mary and Lisetta. Illus. by 
M. Gardiner. 256 pp. 74 X 5 ‘ Muller 12/6 


Here is another happy chattering book about John and 
Mary and all their lively friends at Riverton. This story, 
as is often the case in this series, centres around one individual 
and that individual here is Lisetta, Grandmother’s maid. This 
girl is dreamy and imaginative and tells John and Mazry, 
during their successive daily contacts with her, something of 
her life story. Many of the characters of farm and village 
have a real life of their own and the household picture is a 
particularly warm and friendly one. Inconsequential people 
are apt to wander in and out but add more colour and 
typicality to the homely scene. The story ripples along gaily 
and sometimes gives an impression of too much inconsequential 
and noisome chatter bubbling over to excess. There are, 
however, some quiet moments to balance the whole. John’s 
dreaminess and poetic tendencies together with Lisetta’s quiet 
musings provide a happy and interesting contrast. “This does 
indeed seem to be a happier and more balanced book than 
some of the series. There is at times an impression of a stilted 
set up artificial scene, a scene drawn from fiction rather than 
from life, and this happens when the scene is removed far in 
atmosphere and distance from John and Mary’s own home 
precincts. The illustrations are a bit still and sometimes 
pointless and insignificant. 


Tony and Alice Ash together with their Mother and 
Father and Miss Mulligan, the family help, move to a cottage 
in the country for the summer. From the start, however, 
the cottage and the village are invested with some mystery 
because Miss Mulligan betrays some curious feeling and 
apprehension about them. Soon after their arrival Tony 
finds a secret cupboard in his room containing a pink china 
cat, and this seems to have some connection with the large 
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deserted house in the village. This in turn proves to be the 
legal inheritance of Miss Mulligan. Miss Kyle’s story has 
originality and is not denuded of an author’s vigour and 
inspiration because it is especially written for the young and 
for a particular series. ‘There is imaginative and colourful 
yet disciplined writing, and if the characters do not leave a 
lasting or forcible impression they do at least rub shoulders 
with reality and catch some feeling of it. Some steps in the 
story are perhaps a little forced and unlikely but the author 
so believes in them that any jarring notes are dulled. The 
somewhat abrupt finale is unusual but satisfying. ‘The edges 
are not too easily smoothed away into the usual happy but 
vapid climax. 


McAtpINE, H. anp W. Japanese Tales and Legends 

Illus. by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 211 pp. 83% X 53 
s O.U.P. 15/- 
Our sincere gratitude for this, magnificent series should 
not blind us to the realisation that tales and legends do not 
make the happiest companions. The Japanese volume gives 
point to this general observation. It is good to have in print 
a version of the Japanese story of creation ; good, even, to 
have excerpts from the bloodthirsty saga of the Heike — 
beside which even the story of Siegfried seems civilised. But 
it is unlikely that these will be within the range of sympathy 
and comprehension of modern children. ‘The folk-tales which 
make up the second half of this book will, however, be warmly 
welcomed by many children, for, with their characteristic 
Japanese colouring, they deal with familiar characters and 
situations. ‘The Young Urashima,” for example, perhaps 
the finest sfory in this collection, is a most delightful variant 
of the story of Tam Lin or Rip Van Winkle ; and “The 
Vanishing Rice Coat” deals with human foibles that are 

surely universal. 

\ Miss Kiddell-Monroe’s small line drawings are below 
her best standards, but the full-page illustrations, in blue, 
grey and black, are as good as she has done for this series. 
And how remarkable that her style should be, at the same 

time, Japanese and so characteristically K-M! | 


» Simpson, J. The Adventures of Frankie and Jessie 

Illus. by G. Spence. 160 pp. 73 X 5 . Collins 9/6 
The chief value of this book does not lie in the plot at 

ail, which is very commonplace. Two children, and their 
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mother, who is housekeeper, come to live with Sir William 


in a big house. 


He is the usual crusty old man with a heart 


of stone and a missing grandson due to estrangement from 


his daughter. 


Slowly he takes to the two children and when 


the grandson turns up in time to save the house from burning 
there is reconciliation all round and a stony heart is melted. 
No, the value of the book lies in the character delineation of 


the two children. 


The author is one of those who can really 


enter the child world and re-create vividly a child’s thoughts 
and feelings through conversation and action. 
Jessie are a very human and down to earth pair, with just 
that touch of make-believe colouring their whole existence. 
They get into trouble chiefilly by accident or good intentions 
gone wrong. The illustrations blend well with the author's 
style and are most effective, helping to turn the trite story into 
a most reasonable book. The author has great possibilities and 
at times reminds the reader of a certain Family of One End 


Street. 
not follow on smoothly. 


Frankie and 


It can be exasperating, however, when the story does 
The reader is constantly being taken 


back or moved forward in time chiefly, it seems, to make a 
complete adventure or episode to each chapter. 


Van Stockum, H. King Oberon’s Forest. 
B. Marlin. 143 pp. 6} X 93 


Illus. by 
Constable 


12/6 


Felix, the fairy orphan, was left in the charge of the 


bad-tempered and mean dwarfs. 


Because of the fairy boy’s 


sunny and generous nature, the dwarfs become the friends 


of the forest animals. 


To their grief Felix leaves them to 


become a knight in King Oberon’s band, but he has brought 


happiness to many people. 


Hilda van Stockum is more at 
home in stories of real children than in fantasy. 


To dress 


animals in clothes is a usual device but a risky one when they 
are also invested with such human failings as snobbishness, 


intemperance and _ philandering. 


Although 


the. central 


character is appealing and stands for the right values, this 
is a disappointing book from such a well loved author. 


Watson, A. H. (Ep.) Nursery Rhymes 


Dent 


12/6 


here are several anthologies of nursery rhymes appearing 
now, and each one has special features which have their appeal 


for different groups of readers. 
coverage, 
amounting to scholarship. 


It may be almost complete 
it may be lavish coloured plates, or research 
The editor of this particular 
collection has gathered together all the well-known nursery 
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favourites, and he has executed engaging little drawings to 
garnish his pages. A very suitable standard collection for 
the young child. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ALLEN, A. AND J. Your Book of Architecture. Illus. 
72 pp. 84 X 6 ; ‘ , Faber 8/6 
This takes its place in the expanding list of books on 
architecture for children as a competently written and 
illustrated guide. The letterpress unfolds the history of our 
buildings from Saxon to modern times, and the line drawings 
are clear and apt to the text. 


Caper, N. Radio Astronomy. Illus. 68 pp. 


8§ X53 . «. +. ~~. ~~. ~ + Phoenix House 9/6 
LeacH, G. The New Materials. Wllus. 72 pp. 

8§ xX 53. Cit . . Phoenix House 9/6 

These two additions to the “Progress of Science” series 

can be warmly recommended. ‘The authors are science 


journalists, which nowadays means that not only are they 
capable of extracting material from wide fields of knowledge, 
but they also have the knack of presenting this material in 
a most readable way. The illustrations are well chosen, and 
have more relevance to the text than is sometimes the case. 
The book on radio astronomy appears while Professor Lovell 
is delivering his Reith Lectures, and many an adult reader 
could usefully read this book in parallel with them. The 
“new materials” are mainly the heat resisting alloys, the 
radioactive metals, and the synthetic polymers of high molecular 


weight. 
Fintay, W. The Cruise of the “Susan.” 191 pp. 
74 X 5 ‘ : ‘ ; ; P Harrap 8/6 


Yes, it’s buried treasure again. ‘This time it’s a search 
for a golden candlestick, stolen from Peterborough by a 
Roundhead soldier, that turns out to be a silver bowl — “one 
of the finest discoveries of modern times” — lurking in the 
bottom of a hole conveniently dug by archaeologists. 

The pivot character is Abel Makepeace, a jolly old miller 
with a detailed knowledge: of local history who joins Hugh 
Thompson and two other youngsters aboard the “Susan” for 
a trip along the River Nene from Northampton to 
Peterborough. This gives Abel the chance to dish up dollops 
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of antiquarian lore which, interesting as it is, overshadows 
the meagre plot. A meeting with a doubtful artist promises 
to add fireworks to the story but it is no more than a damp 
squib. 

There is a hint of a skeleton in the locker — the mystery 
surrounding Hugh’s Mother. This aspect of the plot is 
scarcely developed, but it would have provided a much more 
satisfying and realistic theme than midnight treasure-hunting. 


Gray, N. S. The other Cinderella F ©.U.P. 8/6 


Written with the author’s customary wit and sparkle, 
this latest play of Nicholas Stuart Gray will be appreciated 
very much by adults who will enjoy the cleverness of the 
dialogue. It will also be a frolic for the older child who is 
beginning to see pantomime through an adult’s eyes, but it 
is unlikely that young children will be interested in such a 
travesty of the familiar version as this one, in which the demon 
is not a bad sort of chap, the fairy uncertain of her magic 
powers, the ugly sisters pleasant and reasonable, and Cinderella 
herself spoilt, selfish and spiteful. 


Knicut, F. The Partick Steamboat. Illus. by P. 
Jobson. 186 pp. 8 X 54 ; , Macmillan 12/6 





Set in Partick, in 1812, then a little village near Glasgow, 
this book endeavours to portray the coming of steamships to 
the Clyde and the consequent expansion of Glasgow. It all 
pivots round the Fergussons, a boat-builder’s family, and 
chiefly concerns Rab, the younger son, who is delighted when 
his father agrees to build a steamship for an Englishman. 
The family is thwarted by arch-villain Sam Scobie and his 
son on the one hand and estranged from the Parish Minister 
and his family on the other. By the end of the book the 
arch-villain receives his deserts and the Minister’s family are 
reconciled. Yet this is merely the outline of a very lively 
book with action in every chapter. The picture presented 
of a boat-builder’s life and that of his neighbours is good, 
characters such as the ferry-man and the schoolmaster are 
convincing, the private feuds and the interest in the develop- 
ment of the Clyde are unusual and interesting. 

It seems a pity, therefore, that a lot of the story is taken 
up with Scobie’s international treason, his smuggling and bad 
ways as a whole. This provides some exciting situations but 
detracts from the value of the book as a whole and creates 
a sense of artificiality in the story. 
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One valuable point emerges from this book which young 
readers may well absorb. An object by itself, in this case 
a steamship, is not evil ; it is the application of the object 
which turns it into an instrument of good or evil. A significant 
thought for young readers in this atomic age. 

The illustrations are adequate but appear a little stiff 
and unimaginative compared with the lively tone of the book 
as a whole. 


Komrorr, M. Mozart. Illus. 176 pp. 8 X 53 


Lutterworth Press 9/6 

We should not really have cared for the name Wolfgang 
Gottlieb, which father Mozart had decided upon, nor even 
less for the Greek form Theophilus, which the clerk actually 
wrote down. How fortunate that the family later latinized 
it into Amadeus! ‘Thus the first page of this book, and so 
it continues in an easy and entertaining, yet accurate fashion. 
It is a children’s book, and much space is devoted to the 
training and travels of the wonder children, young Wolfgang 
and his sister Nannerl, exhibited at courts and concert halls 
like performing animals. Would Mozart have developed as 


he did had he not been driven so hard? Was Leopold a_ 


grasping parent, or a far-seeing one? ‘The attentive reader 
must decide for himself. ‘The whole life, during which 
Mozart for ever travelled or moved house, full of music and 
hard work and frustration, is well told to its bitter end. 
The country which has since done so well out of him, treated 
him pretty scurvily while he lived. 


Pearce, A. P. Tom’s Midnight Garden. Illus. by 
S. Einzig. 229 pp. 83 X 53 . . OUP. 10/6 


Minnow on the Say was one of the most remarkable of 
all first novels. It was so excellent in all respects that wise 
readers were content to accept it and to ask for nothing 
more. The second novels of brilliant beginners are so often 
disappointing. Miss Pearce’s successor to Minnow has now 
appeared after three years, and her most enthusiastic admirer 
need have no fear. Here is no second and inferior Minnow, 
but a book entirely different in every respect except excellence. 

Tom’s Midnight Garden —- a poor title for so fine a 
story — is about a boy spending a reluctant holiday in 
quarantine with well-intended but unsympathetic relatives. 
They live in a flat in an old house “oblong, grave, plain,” 
hemmed in among characterless modern houses. At the back 








© 





































PAGE 334 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF ’ 





of the house is “a narrow paved space” smelling “of sun 
on stone and metal and the creosote of the fencing.” But 
at night, when old Mrs. Bartholomew’s grandfather clock 
strikes thirteen . . .\The story is too good to anticipate further. 
Sufficient to say that this is an original treatment of a “time” 
theme, with a brilliant surprise ending — at least it took 
one reader completely by surprise. 

Miss Pearce’s magic comes from several sources, from 
her deep understanding of her characters young and old, 
from a sense of time, most of all from a mastery of words. 

{ Her prose is a miracle of yg egal Using no tricks, shie 

“evokes the atmosphere of the lost garden so vividly that the 
reader shares Tom’s experiences in it and sees with him its 
ghostly inhabitants. This is a very clever book, but its 
greatest cleverness is that only on reflection does the reader 
realise how brilliant the writing is, how sound the observation, 
with what minute care every detail of the story is fitted into 
the mosaic. Most children will see none of this, but will 
surrender readily to its charm and interest and come under 
the influence of its beauty and wisdom./ Don’t let us say: 
“Better (or less good) than Minnow.”S Merely: “Thank 
you, Miss Pearce, for a book of rare quality!” 


4 

ScHLEIN, M. Oomi, The New Hunter. Illus. by 
G. F. Mason. 112 pp. 84 54. Abelard-Schuman 10/6 
Another American book, but here there is no trouble 
about either the spelling or the phrasing. This is a delightful 
and most informative tale about a young Eskimo boy who 
feels that he is at last grown up enough to be allowed to go 
out caribou hunting with the men of the village. But before 
he can go, Oomi has to prove that he is really ready and it 
is here that Miss Schlein is so clever in purveying, in a simple 
but convincing way, the atmosphere and way of life in an 
Eskimo camp. This is, in fact, a modern Taktuk. The 
story is easily read and the information painlessly assimilated. 
The illustrations by George F. Mason are good and do much 

to enhance the appearance of a well produced volume. 


TreasE, G. Mist over Athelney. Illus. by R. S. 
Sheriffs and J. L. Stockle. 243 pp. 8 X 5} 
Macmillan 13/6 
This is a story of the days of King Alfred when much 
of England had been overrun by the Danes. Here King 
Guthrum, with the help of King Hubba, launches an attack 
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from East and West on Alfred and the last Christian kingdom 
of Wessex. Judith and Elfwyn are hostages detained by 
King Guthrum but when they hear of the plans for attack, 
they escape and make their way to King Alfred to warn him. 
Thereafter they become involved in the struggle between the 
two powers and share in the ultimate victory for Alfred. 
Mr. Trease writes easily and fluently and has an accurate 
knowledge of the period of which he writes and a lively 
imaginative insight into those times. He can handle words 
with a deftness and a dexterity that beguile and illumine so 
that the picture is sharply and vividly defined. Many of the 
characters have a deep if only a fleeting sense of life while 
King Alfred himself has a strong individual personality of 
his own, which is finely and strongly drawn. There is, too, 
an intuitive and understanding appraisal of the Christian and 
heathen outlook of the times and Mr. Trease is to be 
commended for a robust sense of values which tempers all 
the fighting and superficial roughness of the scene. There 
are too some vivid little intermediary pictures along the line 
of the tale, that of the weird hermit being a forceful and 
impressive one, adding colour and atmosphere to the scene 
of the times. There is just a small impression of a_ hasty 
patter, of a speed begotten of much writing that even his 
deep and detailed knowledge of the times does not dispel 
and his very fluency sometimes makes him almost too wordy 
and garrulous. 


ViksTEN, A. Gunilla. Illus. by R. Thompson 
176 pp. 54 X 8 . : : Constable 12/6 


This book by a Swedish writer who has travelled widely 
in the lands north of the Polar circle, is the story of a 
Spitzbergen trapper’s solitary life and of a bear, Gunilla. 
At first she lives contentedly with the trapper and his dog, 
but one day she turns on them and after a terrible fight, goes 
back to her own natural environment. 


The story is told without sentimentality. Gradually, as 
the trapper in his solitude comes closer to the wild life around 
him, the urge to kill leaves him. He takes pleasure in watching 
the animals and birds and rejoices in the coming of the Arctic 
Spring. At last, so long has he been alone, he almost resents 
the arrival of other men. 


A perceptive and quietly told book for the boy or girl 
who has a real interest in Nature. 
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FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


Etwet., F. R. Atoms and Energy. Illus. 70 pp. 
83 X 6% , ‘ , Methuen 


There are plenty of books dealing with atomic research 
and its applications, yet even the most hardened reviewer 
cannot help experiencing a little thrill each time he reads the 
story of how men of science have forced the atom to yield 
up its secrets, especially when the story (a new “Outline’) 
is as well written as this one. Each new concept is carefully 
explained as it is introduced, and an attentive reader should 
finish with a good idea of the theory behind nuclear fission 
and fusion, and of the ways in which the resulting energy 
and end products and radiations are being put to the service 
(and, alas, disservice) of mankind. The book can _ be 
recommended to anyone who feels the urge to understand 
what is behind events which are being reported almost daily. 


GUNTHER, J. WITH EpsTEIN, S. AND B. Meet North 
Africa. Ulus. 200 pp. 8 X 54. Hamish Hamilton 15/- 


This is the first of a series of adaptations of John 
Gunther’s well-known “Inside” books. From Inside Africa, 
Mr. Gunther and Sam and Beryl Epstein have selected four 
countries : Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco and Libya. They sketch 
the history and geography of these countries, providing 
information in a most palatable form. ‘There is no attempt 
to romanticise the intricate problems or to simplify the political 
tensions that are found in North Africa. 


The lively assortment of peoples, the progress from 
colonialism to independence, the struggle to modernise a 
civilisation hampered by ancient traditions and choked by low 
standards — such questions as these are treated with a sane 
and balanced judgment, and set in a constantly changing 
background. Using his personal experiences, Mr. Gunther 
describes, for example, a Moslem wedding procession in a 
Moroccan mountain village; a visit to the Tuareg; dinner 
with El Glaoui, the Pasha of Marrakesh; and a journey by 
car across the Sahara. 


Intelligently written, this book is fully alive to both the 
past and the future. It is perhaps of interest to know that 
the Phoenicians invaded North Africa in 1200 B.C.; but it 


is much more significant to know that in 1958 Algeria is 
rocking with rebellion. 
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Haywarp, J. Faber Book of English Verse . Faber 21/- 
This volume was originally published in 1956 as the 
Penguin Book of English Verse, and it is good to see the 
publication in a more lasting format. The editor has included 
some 450 poems from the pen of 150 poets from Sir Thomas 
Wyatt to Dylan Thomas. Extracts are included from some 
of our longer poems such as The Prelude, The Deserted 
Village and In Memoriam. Many popular anthology choices 
appear, but the volume is particularly noteworthy for some 
of the lesser known selections. The editor has indeed fulfilled 
the words of Dryden which he quotes in the preface: “The 
chief, if not the only end of poetry is to delight.” 
This anthology will find a welcome place on the shelves 
of public libraries, and of the secondary schools. 


LonsDALE, B. Molly Hilton Qualifies as a Librarian 
190 pp. 5X7}. .  Bodley Head 8/6 
A sequel to M olly H ilton, Library Assistant. The author 
was once a librarian herself. In this book the dedicated 
Molly Hilton after only 18 months’ experience, is given a 
year’s leave to attend a library school. She passes the, 
Registration examination and becomes a Branch Librarian 
before she is 21. All the characters are notable for their 
youth and rapid promotion. The story ends, of course, with 
the heroine’s engagement and her attainment of the coveted 
letters A.L.A. after her name. 
Although little indication is given of the more serious 
and less spectacular duties of a librarian, this is a reasonable 
picture of the human aspects of librarianship. 


Ricsy, E. F. Playing the Recorders. Illus. 84 pp. 

8 xX 54 . ; Faber 12/6 
The recorder, like the shawm and the psaltery, had died 

out completely but, unlike them, has undergone an astonishing 
revival, due to that happy combination of musician and 
craftsman, Arnold Dolmetsch. True, flageolets. were pretty 
common, and commoner still the tin whistle, which could 
once be bought for a penny. Perhaps it was the superficial 
resemblance to these that caused the recorder to be looked 
on as suitable to amuse children; but the whistle player soon 
found out that the recorder had a fingering peculiar to itself 
which, if mastered, produced a more extensive range, and 
many more accidentals. Of course, beginners can sound 
dreadful, but there is enough broadcast music for recorders, 
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alone and in consort, to show that it is a serious instrument, 
and as such it is treated in this book. The history of the 
recorder and its revival are told, the tablatures are neatly 
set out, and an excellent guide (with addresses) to instruments 
and music is included. Anyone who thinks he would like to 
learn the instrument, or to appreciate its position in music- 
making today, will find this a reliable, readable and attractively 
produced guide. 


Stronc, L. A. G. Instructions to Young Writers 
123 pp. 8} X 53 —— ; Museum Press 12/6 

L. A. G. Strong gave a lot of help to aspiring writers 
and it is a just tribute to his memory that his last book should 
be this manual for young authors. 

The advice he gives is simple and practical: to write is 
to establish a relationship between writer, subject and reader; 
be accurate, clear and precise; recognise different levels and 
normal conventions of writing. 

He discusses the essentials of writing essays and articles, 
short stories (a detailed dissection of one of his own stories 
is very helpful), and novels, radio, film and television scripts. 

He concludes, quite rightly, that the budding author can 
learn to write only by writing and that the profession of 
authorship is precarious. Mr. Strong’s book, the fruit of 
both his own experience and considerable success, will certainly 
assist the efforts of teen-age typewriter tappers — but only 
if they are perpetually irritated by what Juvenal called 
cacoethus scribendi — the irresistible itch to write. 


Wituiamson, G. The Young Traveller in the Far 

North. Illus. 123 pp. 74 X 5. Phoenix House 10/6 

Alan and Joan Waring visit Greenland, Iceland and 

Alaska with their father, a Senior Medical Officer to an 

international Airlines Network. Following the pattern of 

-this_ well-established. series, the children travel widely, learn 

a lot about the places they see and the people they meet, and 

say goodbye to the icy mountains after a crowded and 
fascinating holiday. 
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BourtiacueT, L. Pouk et ses Loups-Garons. Illus 
vely by Nejad ; ‘ ‘ : . ; Magnard 
Both boys and girls from 12 upwards will enjoy this 
. lively and most amusing story of boys in a village in the 


2/6 Pyrenees and their activities in school, at home, and above 
ters all in their favourite playground — a ruined hamlet on the 
yuld hill crest which divides them from an oil-mining community 
of displaced persons of all nationalities. The foreign children 
re is who have no regular school make a playground of their own 
der; by the river but they also discover the French children’s 
and “Stalingrad” and skirmishing takes place in and around. 
Pouk leads his Were Wolves with great determination and 
cles, cunning strategy but in the end the hatchet is buried and a 
ories friendly league of nations established. As the story follows 
ipts. the seasons we have excellent descriptions of the landscape 
con and the year’s work in the fields in which the children must 
of play their part. The classroom scenes are very funny and 
+ of the headmaster, the Mayor, Pouk’s “Grandad,” and many 
Sale other adults all add to the humour. The dialogue is racy 
onle and it is obvious that there is good reason for the award to 

ed this book of the Prix Enfance du Monde. 

Cattin, E. Rat-Blanc et son Chauffeur. Illus. by 
F. Estachy ‘ ‘ ‘ . ‘ Bourrelier 

0/6 This story, written by an expert on his subject, and 
onl awarded the Prix Jeunesse in 1958, moves to and fro along 


on the main-line routes between Paris and Eastern France. It 


: ol describes in interesting detail the working of the railways, 


am types of engine, mechanical devices and the life of the 
onl railwaymen on and off duty. Rat-Blanc is a famous driver 
ual and a lively witty character who enjoys arguments with 


M. Carambol who is also an unusual character. So far the 
appeal of the book is to all boys who like trains, but the 
writer provides also for possible girl readers and weaves a 
! romance between Rat’s fireman Toto and M. Camambol’s 
daughter Mirabelle. This is ingeniously worked into the 
feud carried on between Rat and M. Carambol and is the 
basis of many amusing interludes and incidents. 
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Eminently readable with all technical terms clearly 
explained this story should interest senior pupils and give 
them a good example of Gallic wit, while at the same time 
adding to their knowledge of the world’s work. The 
illustrations are a delight both to the eye and to the mind. 


Cotmont, Marie. La Bonne Vieille. Illus. by G. de 
Sainte-Croix. Series: Noveaux Cigalou. Albums 
du Pére Castor. Ernest Flammarion. French 
readers: 5 to 10. English readers: Intermediate 225 fr. 


The Pére Castor publications admit considerable . variety 
and show generally high production and editorial standards; 
but the 5 to 10 group, including the traditional Trois Petits 
Cochons, are mostly of nursery interest only. La Bonne 
Vieille, however, has the stature of a story to be read for 
its style and rhythm. ‘It needs nearly as much reading ability 
as Les Musiciens de Bréme, based on a story by the 
Brothers Grimm — an elder sister in the series (7 to 12). 

La Bonne Vieille steals away softly in the following 
manner: “Elle s’assit dans son fauteuil et prit un vieux livre 
de contes. Le Chat sauta sur ses genoux, le Ramier se 
percha sur son épaule. Le Cheval s’adossa contre la cheminée, 
croisant les pattes de devant, avec la Biquette en face. Le 
Sanglier, qui a facilement trop chaud, se mit en travers de 
la porte, et le Chien-aux-longues oreilles, avec un petit soupir 
heureux, s’allongea sur le tapis. Alors, levant la main dans 
ce beau silence plein de douceur, comme une grand’mére au 
milieu de ses enfants, la Bonne Vieille se mit 4 conter une 
histoire : Ecoutez tous. . . I] etait une fois...” 


Detiuc, Louis. L’Enfance d’une Reine. Illus. by 
Vera Braun. Collection 1|’Alouette. French 
readers: 10 to 14. English readers: Intermediate 


An early seventeenth century tale of the childhood of 
Madame Elisabeth of France, who at thirteen became the 
wife of a future king of Spain. This short biography has 
much of the charm of a fairy story, in appearance and content. 
Writer, illustrator and publisher have striven felicitously to 
kindle any initial interest dormant in younger readers (in the 
case of English readers from about thirteen upwards). 
Sentences and paragraphs are usually short and in the narrative 
present tense. Type is clear and well-spaced. Illustrations 
are splendidly inviting; and apart from the richness of the 
vocabulary the writing has a minimum of complications, 
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considering the temptations that such a subject in such an 
era inevitably offer. In spite of some unavoidable tears this 
is mainly a happy story, to be read with pleasure. 


Grizz, M. Valériane (first six books). Illus. by 

Ariane Chatel Hatier. French readers: 4 to 8 
English readers: Elementary . . . each 300 fr. 
Superficially these are picture story books for the very 


young — but even the French publisher puts the wide age 
range of 4 to 8, and neither illustrations nor text are quite 
so ingenuous as their English equivalents would be. Really 
supercilious young beginners in French would not even 
consider reading the adventures of a doll, the intrepid 
Valériane not excepted, but for those who would there is 
visual encouragement here. Left about on the library table, 
these books would probably get considerable handling. 


Lavoie, L. N. Nhoti fils de ’Inde. Illus. by J. P. 
Lequeret. Editions de l’Amitie, G. T. Rageot 
French readers: 10 to 15. English readers: 13 to 
15, Intermediate F : . F : ; ‘ 360 fr. 


An Indian boy, mysteriously incognito, searches for and 
finds a huge elephant over which he alone has control. His 
wanderings are wide, and only after he has served as a 
jack-of-all-trades, and run into considerable peril, is the 
meaning of Nhoti’s quest made clear. 


This is a story with a kindly message, though its 
construction is untidy, and it appears to be more concerned 
with portraying different aspects of hindu life than with 
telling a credible story. The French text is inclined towards 
simplicity but, necessarily, the vocabulary is much conditioned 
by the unfamiliar paraphernalia of the Indian scene. There 
is a short glossary of Indian terms. A story for both boys 
and girls who like to be introduced to faraway places and 
unknown ways of living. 


Naim, Rospert Teupy. Bille-de-Clown. Illus. by 
Pierre Noél. Series: Collection Primevére. Editions 
Bourrelier. French readers: 10 to 15. “—— 
readers: Advanced ' . ‘ 390 fr. 


The story of a circus han ation. remarkable powers 
of detection and self-expression revealed the author of a series 
of crimes. 
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The author’s conscientious attitude to fact and atmosphere 
justifies his double-baiting the hook with horses and circus. 
Bille-de-clown himself tells the story, archly and with many 
digressions that are not without interest, but which distract 
from the main direction of the narrative. The dictionary 
of circus terms and informative appendix is helpful but does 
not make this an easy reading book. Only an older, 
comparatively competent reader could absorb it completely, 
and such a reader might fail to appreciate the fun of being 
lectured by a horse, however illustrious : 

“L’affaire avait commencé, mes enfants chéris, il y a 
environ sept ans . . . j’étais 4 l’epoque, cheval de cirque, et, 
sans forfanterie, un des plus remarquables et des plus adroits 
qui eussent jamais hanté les pistes de Sarranani, de Krone 
ou de Pinder, de Bouglione ou d’Amar, tous cirques célébres 
dans les annales des banquistcs. En ce temps-la, je possédais 
mes deux yeux intacts et bien ouverts. Je faisais partie du 
chapiteau de Silvio Pedroni . . . On appelle chapiteaux, pour 
ceux d’entre vous qui l’ignoreraient, les cirques ambulants, 
qui donnent une représentation en changeant de ville ou de 
bourgade chaque jour ou presque .. .” 


RAUZIER-FONTAYN, L. La Mission de Jeannou 
Illus. by P. Daure ‘ : , Hachette 600 fr. 


This is a story told with great charm, delicacy and 
humour, and would be delightful reading for fifth and sixth 
form girls. The theme is the mission of an orphan boy to 
Lyon to find and bring home to his parents a prodigal son 
who has left the farm in the Cevennes to seek his fortune 
in the city. Jeannou is brave and unwearying in the search. 
He has many encounters along the road and in the city and 
finally, when he leasts expects it, he finds his “big brother” 
and persuades him to return home. The character of Jeannou 
is most attractive and he wins friends by his confidence in 
their goodness. There is humour in both characters and 
dialogue and the style is elegant and eminently readable. 


Saint-Denis, P. Les Fréres due Croissant Noir 
Illus. by A. Balint ; ‘ Descles de Bruwer 48 Bel. fr. 


Here is a story full of thrills for fifth form readers. 
Two French boys enjoying a holiday scholarship in Morocco 
are caught in the native quarter of Casablanca during a 
sudden uprising which began in Fez. Kidnapped by a 
half-religious, half-political Secret Society, they are held as 
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hostages and carried off along the coast and then into the 
desert. They are joined by five little girls in charge of a 
nun, Sister Marie-Laure, who have also been kidnapped from 
a convent school in Agadir. The nun is full of courage and 
humour and knows the country well so that at a suitable 
moment she helps the boys to escape with their Arab friend 
Ahmed. The escape is full of danger and the boys become 
separated but a missionary priest comes upon one of them 
and eventually they are rescued by French troops with the 
aid of radio, aeroplanes and helicopters. The background is 
excellent, the story moves at a good pace and the chief 
characters are well drawn. 


GERMAN 


DeENNEBORG, H. M. Jan und das Wioildpferd 
Dressler 5.80 DM 
In a far corner of Westphalia, near the Dutch border, 
is a district where a herd of wild horses live. Once yearly 
the horses are driven together and 30 or 40 caught and 
auctioned and two are raffled. Jan, a farmer’s son, lived 
near by and his greatest ambition was to own one of the wild 
horses. ‘The story tells how he finally achieves his ambition, 
meanwhile having all the adventures one expects from a 
lively, determined boy. He is greatly helped and influenced 
by the farm-hand, Natz, who, reinforced by his apocryphal 
friend Knipperdolling, is a fount of wisdom and sympathy 
and an authority on the suitable punishment to fit the crime. 
Well written, amusing and inventive. Elementary to 
intermediate. 


GesHarpT, H. v. Absender Nikolaus Stuck 

Dressler 4.80 DM 

When eleven year-old Nikolaus received a present of 
notepaper, envelopes and a stamp with his name and address 
as a birthday present from his grandmother, he took rather 
a dim view of the gift. However, when his friend Dodo 
went to hospital to have his appendix removed Nikolaus 
decided to write him a letter. Being a boy of an original 
turn of mind he followed this up by other letters, some 
prompted by kindness, others by annoyance and others by pure 
misunderstanding. Some of the results were surprising and 
embarrassing both to the boy and to his father, but in the 
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end Nikolaus’ energetic efforts brought him what he most 
desired. Simply written, original and very amusing. Suitable 
for elementary pupils. 


Gesuarot, H. v. Tofi und das Kleine Auto 


Dressler 6.80 DM 

Although this is the story of a little boy’s first week at 
school, it is told with such inventiveness and humour, such 
verve and variety, such insight into the child’s mind, that 
many much older children could read it with pleasure. Every 
night Toffi relates the day’s events to his parents and this 
leads to a bedtime story to which all contribute — a story 
which, without the least degree of moralising, brings the 
child’s difficulties into perspective in a way he understands 
and from which he profits. Tofh’s greatest trouble is when 
the little girl he likes best on his first day at school is no 
longer there, and the story evolved from this gives the book 
its title. Elementary groups. 

Extract : (Mutti) “Es war einmal ein kleines Madchen, das 
hatte eine Brille.” “Eine riesengrosse Brille.” “Eine 
riesengrosse Brille meinetwegen .. .” “Und weiter?” drangte 
Tofh. “Was war mit dem Méadchen?” “Sei nicht so 
ungeduldig, ich muss erst nachdenken . . . ” Ich weiss 
schon,” rief Toff. “Das Madchen war auf einmal weg.” 
“Ja — wo wares denn hingeraten? Wie schrecklich!” 
“Ein bisschen schrecklich muss jede Geschichte sein,” 
erklarte Tofh. ‘“Sonst kann man sich nicht richtig freuen, 
wenn alles wieder gut wird.” ‘“Meinetwegen.” Die Mutter 


gab nach. “Was war denn aus der Kleinen geworden ?” 
“Sie war verzaubert in... in... ein Auto.” “Gibt es 
das denn? So etwas habe ich noch nie gehort.” “In unserer 


Geschichte gibt es das eben. Es war ein niedliches kleines 
Auto.” “Hm, ja. Was fiir eine Farbe hatte es dann?” 
“Weiss mit blauen Tupfen,” sagte Toff. 


Hutrerer, F. Der Sohn der schwarzen Zelte 


Schaffstein 5.60 DM 

Achmed, son of the Bedouin sheik Ischmail, is only ten 
years-old when his father is killed and he is taken by his 
mother to her father’s home in El Kafuri. The grandfather 
wishes to train the boy in his own business but both mother 
and grandfather die and Achmed, with the old servant Halef, 
is forced to live with and work for a miserly relative. Here 
is an Arab horse, Hossan, which no one can manage, but 
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= F Achmed succeeds in taming and riding it, understanding that 
ble like himself Hossan is homesick for the free life of the desert. 

Eventually members of the tribe come to El Kafuri and 

Achmed, Halef and Hossan go back to their preferred life. 
M A simple but well written and often moving story. 
at Extract: “Vierzehn Tage waren vergangen, aber 
ich Achmed wusste noch immer nichts von seinem Vater. Jeden 
hat Morgen r’itt es mit Ahram bis zu dem Hiigel, wo der Schleich 
ery von ihm Abschied genommen hatte. Er suchte mit den Augen 
his die Wiiste ab von Horizont zu Horizont, doch nirgends 
bry entdeckte er einen Reiter. Jeden Morgen hoffite Achmed, 
the heute werde er etwas erfahren. Er ritt stets enttauscht 
ads zuriick. Seine Mutter stand vor dem Zelt und schaute ihm 
a entgegen. Ihre Augen sagten ihm, dass auch sie auf eine 
oe Nachricht wartete. Er ritt denn vor das Zelt der Mutter, 


sprang vom Pferd und breitete die Arme aus. Das bedeutete : 
fen Noch nichts.” 


ine Littecc, E. Feuerfreund 7 ; Thienemann 6.50 DM 
gte This story begins in very attractive style with a poor 
so 


mother forced to seek shelter for herself and little son in a 
. remote mountain village. In the morning she has gone and 





4 the boy is adopted into a large family where he becomes 
1” known as “Feuerfreund” because of his skill in making fires 
veo burn. One day, however, the wind howls and the smoke 
a blows back and makes his face quite black and no soap and 
ro water will wash it clean again. So the little boy with the 
~~ black face and yellow hair sadly departs into the unknown 
wer world, determined to seek a remedy for his misfortune. 
nes Vr With Mannchen, his secretary cat Rasibus, Sali the salamander 
1?” and Knopffrosch he has many strange adventures before he 
reaches the happiest of endings. 

The story is a clever blending of fantasy and ordinariness. 
yM The fantasy begins on the first page when the fire burns up 
om as soon as Feuerfreund is placed before it. But the village 
his life, the character drawing and many of the incidents on the 
her journey make an entirely credible and delightful approach 
her to a story of almost folk-lore flavour. There is a little 
lef, clumsiness here and there but on the whole the story is original 
[ere and well developed. For intermediate grades who do not yet 


but despise the fantastic. 
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Rapau, H. GrosserJager, Little Fox. Hoch Verlag 5.40 DM 


This is the story of an orphaned boy in Alaska. At 
first he lives with his grandfather who is a tribal chief but 
like many Indians has become degraded by drink and the 
debasing influence of the white man. Trapper Fred, uncie 
of Little Fox, removes him to North Alaska where the boy 
tries various kinds of work but finding satisfaction in none 
sets off to seek his uncle. Trapper Fred is annoyed at having 
his solitude disturbed but Little Fox argues his case for 
staying and is finally accepted as a partner. The life is 
solitary, the only contact with the outside world being the 
monthly bush patrol, but all goes well till Fred has an accident 
and loses a foot. Little Fox brings him home, cares for him 
and finally tricks him into taking up the old life. 

The story is told in the first person, beginning rather 
laconically with short stylised sentences. The scene is well 
depicted with the secondary characters and the animals 
markedly individualised. There are a few exciting and other 
amusing incidents, but the main interest lies in the life of 
Alaska and particularly of the trappers. Suited to older boys 
interested in little known countries and types of work. 
Advanced level. 


Rapau, H. IJilampu. Illus. . . Hoch Verlag 6.80 DM 





Set in the Andes in Bolivia this is the story of an Indian 
boy of the Aymaras and his little llama. Slightly episodic 
at first, with Juan’s illness, the killing of the jaguar, the 
boy’s pilgrimage with Juanita and her mother to the festa 
at Copacabana, the second half is concerned with Juan’s 
search for the straying llama. 

In a quiet way the reader learns much of the life and 
customs of a primitive people, their relations with the white 
men among them, the individuality of the llamas, wild or 
in captivity, the scenic background of the country and the 
dangers encountered in less frequented parts. A _ certain 
amount of partly concealed moralising in the conversations 
between Juan and his old Gringo friend is the least successful 
part of the story and tends to slow the action. There is a 
good ‘appendix giving salient facts about the history and 
geography of Bolivia. The author obviously takes his work 
seriously and his writing is economic but stylish and well 
informed with a rich vocabulary which is neither very 
difficult nor obscure. For more serious and advanced pupils 
in language, the theme is of interest to people of any age. 
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RomMEL, A. Der goldene Schleier . Gundert 6.80 DM 


A refugee whose father had been killed in the war, 
seventeen year-old Marianne felt keenly the poverty which 
forced her mother to work for bare necessities. Like all the 
other girls in school she admired Rosli, the lively daughter 
of a singer and an artist but never dared to seek her friendship. 
In the school play Rosli’s golden veil is torn and when some 
of the less well-disposed girls blame Marianne the latter 
withdraws into herself and offers no defence. Rosli, however, 
does not suspect Marianne and invites her to spend Easter 
at her home where everything is much simpler than Marianne 
had imagined. Money is not plentiful but the brothers and sisters 
help in the house and follow the wishes of their charming 
mother. ‘The friendship changes Marianne’s outlook and in 
the end her mother and brother Rudi are brought into the 
charmed circle and the girl finds work to help her mother. 
The plot is not unusual but it is well handled with a few 
unusual twists and avoiding sentimentality. Intermediate to 
advanced. 


SeTaLa, A. Irja P ‘ ’ Dressler 6.80 DM 


This translation from the Finnish appears to be well 
done and since the book is unlikely to reach this country 
directly a second-hand version is not to be despised. For the 
story, developed round a family of father, mother and two 
daughters, gives a vivid picture of life in the far North of 
Lapland, a primitive, lonely but full and satisfying life for 
those who, like Irja, are born to it and have the physical 
strength to endure it. Irja extracts the maximum enjoyment 
from it; taking a boy’s part in helping her father in_ his 
manifold activities and tending to despise her sister Hilkka’s 
more feminine nature and proclivities. She resents the 
coming into their life of the tenderfoot assistant forester from 
the South but eventually nature catches up with her and the 
book ends on an unusual but realistic note. For adolescent 
girls at intermediate to advanced level. 















THE BRIDGE 


The books included in this section have been chosen from among 
‘Adult’ novels as being suitable for inclusion in the Intermediate Library 
and are generally suggested for reading by young people from 15 to 19. 
They are not necessarily of very recent publication. 


AsuTon, H. Return to Cheltenham. 1958 Collins 15/- 

This is a romance of the time when Victoria was newly 

on the throne, and when Cheltenham young ladies brought 

up by governesses and stern parents, learned etiquette and 

deportment and the very necessary art of getting a husband. 

Alicia, Dr. Brendan’s daughter, her head full of her dresses 

and her looks and the young poet Alfred Tennyson, is easily 

attracted by the dashing Irishman, and only too ready to 

escape from her stepmother by accepting his proposal and 
eloping. 

When the couple arrive at the estate in Ireland they 
find it in decay, and the main part of the book is concerned 
with the awful conditions in Ireland at the time of the potato 
famine. Romance dies for Alicia as she learns of the peasants’ 
suffering and as one misfortune after another besets her until 
finally she returns home to Cheltenham. For girls of 15 and 
upwards. 


Baitue, E. The Shabby Paradise 
1958 Hutchinson 18/- 
What was it like to live at the turn of the century in 
the slums of London’s dockland? To Eileen Baillie’s parents 
it was a challenge, after their pleasant West-End parish, to 
come to the vicarage of Bromley-by-Bow in Poplar. To Eileen 
herself, then only a small girl, it was an enchantment and 
she thrived on it. With her father, on his bicycle, she 
travelled miles among the docks, watching as the ships were 
loaded with cargoes. With him too she learned to handle 
small sailing craft, in an age when girls generally were taught 

more ladylike pursuits. 

And though she never played with the dockers’ children, 
continually passing in front of the schoolroom window like 
a pageant, were the colourful poor yet vital company. The 
drunks, the Chinamen, the Lascar sailors, Arabs and Negroes, 
the women on their way to the pawnshop, the roasted chestnut 
sellers and the lamp lighters. 
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With great charm and a gifted pen, the author brings 
that age, only half a century away in time, before us. The 
chapters are headed by equally vivid line drawings by Dick 
Hart. For girls of 16 and upwards. 


Farrar, S. The Snake on 99 ‘ ‘ Collins 10/6 
Soon after Joe Archer became a guest at 7 Dextergate 
Rise he saw one of the other residents fall to death from the 
roof garden. Joe was convinced that Frank Branson, ‘a 
skilled mountaineer, could not simply have overbalanced but 
that he had been murdered. Inspector Morgan elucidates 
the mystery in an intriguing story of many _ suspects, 
several criminals and a certain but not exaggerated amount 
of rough stuff. A first novel with a few unusual pleasanter 
features and more real characterisation than most — more 
detective story than thriller. 


Forester, C. S. Hornblower in the West Indies 

M. Joseph 15/- 
These five stories of Rear Admiral Lord Hornblower’s 
period of command in the West Indies are not surpassed by 
any others in the series and have, in no way, the irritating 
effect which short stories produce in some readers. Hornblower’s 
personality provides a cohesion which could not be bettered. 
The first story, particularly, is classic in its simplicity and 
its mounting effect and perfect ending are memorable indeed. 

For older boys and girls. 


Gauico, P. Flowers for Mrs. Harris 
Michael Joseph 7/6 
This story of the sudden, but unshakable resolve of a 
London “Char” to buy for her very own a genuine Dior 
creation direct from the house of the great costumier in Paris, 
will appeal to the sensitive adolescent girl, who will be 
endeared to any woman with such a strong character as Ada 
Harris. By her downright common sense, and by her 
determination to satisfy her longing, this gallant little soul 
appeals to the best, and conquers the worst in the folk whom 
she encounters in her attempts to make her dream come true. 
It is typical of those of her philosophy that when she eventually 
lends this dress to one of her customers who carelessly burns 
it for her, she makes the best of a bad job, and hangs it in 
her wardrobe knowing in her heart that merely to possess 
the dress was enough. 
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GraHaM, A. W. Shield of Honour . W. H. Allen 16/- 


A closely knit story of the Civil War between Simon de 
Montfort and his party and Henry III, his son Edward and 
their followers. This ragged fight for a more English and 
democratic rule is shown in great detail and often very moving 
language, from the Provisions of Oxford in 1258 to the 
disastrous Battle of Evesham where Earl Simon and much 
of the flower of the country, noble and peasant alike, lost 
their lives. The sad and unsettled aftermath for the defeated 
is personified in the fate of Andrew de Astley whose life and 
love form a focal point for the whole story. The author has 
gathered her material with painstaking care and even minor 
characters are mainly historical. The social life of the times 
forms an uneasy but compelling and realistic background and 
is unusually vivid to the reader. ‘The happy ending is also 
true. A long book for the real reader who enjoys history 
and historical fiction. 


James, N.C. The True and the Tender 


Hutchinson 12/6 
Not a career book but nevertheless this story of a young 
almoner in a London hospital gives a very interesting picture 
of her life, her contacts and the variety of problems with 
which she has to deal. It rings true wherever it touches the 
patients and their difficulties. Gillian’s private love affairs 
unfold side by side with her work but the author tries to 
keep the balance and to portray Gillian as one who puts her 
duty first. 


Krott, P. Tupu-Tupu-Tupu. 1958 Hutchinson 21/- 





Wolverines which inhabit the northern wilderness of 
Scandinavia are little known to man, so that an air of mystery 
surrounds them and local people fear them. But to Peter 
Krott they were fascinating and lovable creatures. He gave 
up his job of animal hunting for zoos, to study their habits 
and took three tame wolverines to live in Sweden where they 
were allowed their freedom. He tells how the local farmers 
and hunters claimed that they were dangerous and callously 
shot the trusting animals which would come to him and his 
wife to the call of Tupu-Tupu-Tupu. The book is well 
illustrated with many photographs. Boys and girls 15 plus. 
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Macrige, H. anp WESTERLAND, H. G. Wasa-Wasa 


Allen & Unwin 15/- 
Wasa-Wasa is the Indian word meaning far, far away. 
At the turn of the century most of Canada and Alaska was 
wilderness where men could travel for weeks without sight 
of another human being, and the author tells remarkable tales 
of trapping, gold prospecting, of friendly and not so friendly 
Indians and of the animals and birds and the changing seasons. 
He writes with a love of the countryside which makes it very 
real for his readers, so much so that one would have to be 
very dull indeed not to want to leave civilisation behind and 
go Wasa-Wasa. For older boys and girls. 


Mackinper, D. Life’s Own Music . Macdonald 10/6 


A simple story, set in the early 19th century, of a peasant 
poet who attracts the patronage of the vicar and then of the 
rich squire and his lady. Brought up and educated with the 
daughters of Sir Paul Lylton, all goes well until the poet’s 
desires conflict with those of Sir Paul. Cast out, he returns to a 
farm labourer’s life until he is once more taken up as a protegé 
by one of Sir Paul’s daughters. This association ends when 
Swale realises that his gift has its roots in the country and 
that there too lies his happpiness. For girls from sixteen up. 


Neitt, R. Song of Sunrise . 1958 Hutchinson 15/- 


Economic history learned from: text-books can be dull 
stuff, but enlivened with real people and their problems it 
takes a more interesting turn. In this novel, Robert Neill 
himself a Lancastrian, tells a fascinating story of Lancashire 
in the years 1837 to 1839, when steam power was putting 
men out of work, when the Chartist Movement was active, 
and strikes and riots were in the air. The central characters, 
Robert Shaw and Anna England, are in love and Robert 
wishes to start his own mill in Colne, but many troubles face 
him before he achieves his ambition. 

This book serves to remind us that little more than a 
century ago not all men, let alone women, had the vote. 
They worked long hard hours for wages which barely kept 
them in food and clothing, gaslight was a new invention and 
trains were only just beginning to be used. For older boys 
and girls. 


Rayner, D. A. The Long Fight . . Collins 13/6 


; In fictional guise, this story is based on an actual event 
in 1808 when the frigate San Fiorenzo, which has originally 
been captured from the French, wages a three day running 
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fight, in defence of a convoy of East Indiamen, against the 
French raider Piemontaise. It was a battle of wits and daring, 
with the odds heavily against the English vessel. It is so 
excitingly told that even a reader with very little knowledge 
of ships cannot put it down till the end. For boys and girls 
from fifteen upwards. 


RicuHmonp, K. Wild Venture. 1958 Geoffrey Bles 21/- 


This is a book for every bird watcher and nature lover. 
It recounts the author’s experiences in Scotland among many 
birds unfamiliar to most of us, except by name — the princely 
Golden Eagle, the Hen Harriers which actually attacked the 
author, the buzzard which he trained on the glove, and the 
blackcocks whose amazing tournament he witnessed on several 
occasions. ‘The interest is sustained throughout and the text 
enlivened by the author’s own photographs. For boys and 
girls 14 plus. 





An early lighthouse 
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boarcs 8s 6d net 
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